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ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS — ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.04 pm]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that this year marks the fortieth anniversary of Australia’s dialogue partnership with 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and 8 August marked the forty-seventh year of commemorating 
ASEAN Day. ASEAN was established on 8 August 1967 in Bangkok. The ASEAN declaration was signed by 
the nations of Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. Through the 1980s and 90s, Brunei 
Darussalam, Vietnam, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar and Cambodia also joined, making  
a total of 10 member states. 

The ASEAN charter came into effect on 15 December 2008 to provide a legal and institutional framework to 
support the realisation of ASEAN’s objectives, which include economic growth, social progress, cultural 
development and regional integration. The ASEAN nations have 10 dialogue partners: Australia, Canada, China, 
the European Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Russia and the United States of 
America. Australia’s relationship with ASEAN formally began in April 1974, and today Australia has a deep 
relationship through cooperation and engagement in trade and investment, security, development, social policy, 
education, tourism and cultural exchange. In recent years ASEAN nations have grown at twice the rate of world 
economic growth and doubled their share of global gross domestic product. Over the past decade, two-way trade 
between Australia and ASEAN nations has increased from $45 billion to $92 billion. The anniversary provides 
an important opportunity for Australia and ASEAN to chart a new strategic direction to the partnership, 
complementing ASEAN’s focus on strengthening regional integration and development of the East Asia 
Summit, which was held in Myanmar in May. 

Western Australia is well positioned to capture the potential of the ASEAN region. I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge that our engagement with ASEAN nations is stronger than ever and that there will be immense 
benefits from this state’s economic, cultural and social engagement far into the future. I further take this 
opportunity to acknowledge and extend congratulations on the occasion of the forty-seventh ASEAN Day and 
the fortieth anniversary of Australia’s dialogue partnership with ASEAN. 
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